Analysis of the promoter region of the murine complement factor H gene.
We have used the luciferase system to assay basal promoter activity of the murine factor H gene. Based on the results from luciferase assays with clones of 13 nested deletions, a 242-bp region that appeared to contain an enhancer element was subcloned upstream of a heterologous promoter and was shown to enhance transcription. A 26-bp fragment from this region was shifted in electrophoretic mobility assays, and this fragment contains a consensus sequence for the adenovirus major late transcription factor/upstream stimulatory factor (MLTF/USF). This fragment had enhancing activity in a minimal factor H promoter construct, demonstrating that it is a major enhancer of the factor H gene in murine liver cells.